
McDonald’s-Black Family Restaurants 

October 14 Luncheon 
Mayor Ashley Curry, 

State of the City 
After finishing high school in Montgomery, Alabama, Ashley Curry obtained an under-
graduate degree in Industrial Management from the University of Alabama and an MBA 
from the University of South Carolina. His professional career began with his work in pro-
duction supervision, sales and accounting with Milliken & Company of Spartanburg, SC, 
followed by a 25-year career as a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
He served the Tampa division for two years then was transferred to Birmingham in 1980 
where he remained until his retirement in 2003. During his tenure with the FBI, he worked 
a myriad of criminal investigations including white collar crime, organized crime, public 
corruption, drugs, personal crimes and property crimes. Prior to his retirement, he worked 
as the FBI Police Training Coordinator where he handled the training of state and local police officers. 
 
After retiring from the FBI, Ashley served as the Assistant Federal Security Director for Law Enforcement 
with the newly created U.S. Department of Homeland Security, specifically the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration, and was assigned to the Birmingham International Airport. In 2005, he left law enforcement and 
moved back into the corporate arena as the corporate recruiter for EBSCO Industries. In this capacity, he han-
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Black Family Restaurants is proud to be your neighborhood 
McDonald’s restaurant – not just a restaurant in your neigh-
borhood.  Did you know the McDonald's in Vestavia has 
been here for 52 years? We have had the privilege of serving 
this community as Owner Operators for the last 9 years and we want to thank YOU for 
welcoming us in.  Every day we strive to be a good neighbor and a positive influence in 
our community.  Our 16 McDonald’s restaurants support a wide variety of efforts 
throughout central Alabama including local churches and schools, arts and cultural 
events and, of course, our hometown Ronald McDonald House as they provide a home 
away from home for families in need. Giving back to our community is something we 
do because, like our customers, we live here. We are proud supporters of Vestavia 
Schools, Arts, Athletics and several organizations throughout this great city.  We know 
many of you by face and by name, but if not we hope you will stop and introduce your-
self to our team.  We are Lovin' being a part of this city and look forward to all the 
great things ahead!    
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Dear Chamber Members, 
 
Fall is always a special season in Vestavia Hills, and this year brings an even greater rea-
son to celebrate. On Thursday, October 2nd at 5:00 PM, we’ll gather at City Hall to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the City of Vestavia Hills. This milestone is a 
testament to the strong foundation built by our community and the bright future that lies 
ahead. We hope you will join us for this historic occasion. 
 
In addition, our Chamber calendar is full of opportunities to connect, celebrate, and sup-
port local businesses: 
• Chamber Luncheon – Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at Vestavia Country Club Join 

us as Mayor Ashley Curry presents the annual State of the City address. Networking 
begins at 11:30 AM / Buffet opens at 11:45 AM / Program begins at 12:00 PM. 

• Haunt the Hills – Friday, October 17, 2025 at Wald Park A family favorite! Trick-or-Treating begins 
at 4:30 PM, and we’ll finish the evening with a big screen movie - Hotel Transylvania starting at 6:30 
PM. Check the Chamber Website for details on entering the Costume Contest! 

• Coffee & Connections – Wednesday, October 29, 2025 Hosted at the Junior League of Birmingham, 
this networking event will run from 7:30 – 9:30 AM. Kick off your day networking and connecting with 
members from five area Chambers of Commerce. Register on our website: vestaviahills.org 

 
Don’t forget to purchase your Vestavia Hills Shares Card, in partnership with Vestavia Hills City School. 
It’s a great way to give back while supporting our local schools and businesses. 
 
We also encourage you to celebrate our local business community by attending upcoming Ribbon Cuttings 
and Special Events: 
• Bangkok Street Food Ribbon Cutting – Friday, October 3 at 11:00 AM   
 3735 Corporate Woods Dr, Vestavia Hills, AL 35242 
• Walmart Neighborhood Market Open House-Friday, October 31 at 8:00 am 
 1300 Montgomery Highway, Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 
 
As always, thank you for your continued investment in our Chamber and your commitment to making Vesta-

via Hills a vibrant place to live, work, and celebrate. We look forward to seeing you at these upcoming events! 

 
Warm regards, 

 

Michelle Hawkins  
President 

Michelle Hawkins 
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October 14 Luncheon 
 

Reservations must be made by 4:00 PM Thursday, October 9, 2025 and cost $25. Late reservations 
will cost $30. Make your reservation by visiting www.vestaviahills.org or by calling 823-5011. 

 
Please Note: 
• Reservations that are made and not cancelled by 4:00 pm Thursday, October 9 must be paid for, 

as we must pay for the number reserved. 
• Please pay online or call the office with a credit card prior to the luncheon, or we can send you 

an invoice afterwards.  
• Please make every effort to make your reservation on time. The number of reservations 

we have by the deadline is the number that we and the Vestavia Country Club prepare for. 

Please remember the Vestavia Country Club policy of NO JEANS  
in the ballroom where we hold our monthly luncheons. 

Luncheon Business Spotlights 

  

As a benefit of Chamber membership, you 
are welcome to choose two luncheons to 
have a booth to showcase your business. 
The Vestavia Country Club will provide 

covered 6 foot tables*-you just bring what-
ever information and items you would like 
to display! If you would like reserve your 

spots for 2025, please email 
katiew@vestaviahills.org 

  
2025 Dates: 

October 14-full 
November 18 

December 9 

dled the recruitment of executive level positions within the company’s 30 different business units. He retired 
from EBSCO in 2014. 
 
In the summer of 2016, Ashley launched his campaign to become the mayor of Vestavia Hills, Alabama. He 
was elected in August and began his first term in office in November of that same year. Ashley as been re-
elected twice since then, and will begin his third term in November 2025. 
 
Ashley and his wife, Marga, have been residents of Vestavia Hills since 1986. They are members of Vestavia 
Hills Methodist Church and recently celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary. They have two children: Stu-
art and Anna, who both live in Vestavia Hills with their families. 

(Continued from page 1) 



 HNP Landscape Architecture 

 Leigh Isom 

 400 Vestavia Parkway, Suite 400 

 Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 

 (205) 870-9936 

 hnpsiteplan.com 

 Category: Landscape Architects 

 

 Salon at Heights Village 

 Adam Hudson 

 3106 Heights Village 

 Vestavia Hills, AL 35243 

 (205) 977-8081 

 Category: Hair/Beauty Salon 

 

 Neptune Society Birmingham 

 George Bartle 

 3439 Colonnade Parkway, Suite 500 

 Birmingham, AL 35243 

 (205) 858-5954  

 neptunesociety.com 

 Category: Cremation Services 

Welcome New Members 
Please support our newest Chamber members and remember to ‘Shop Vestavia Hills First’!! 
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Did you know dis-
counts are available from your fellow Vestavia Hills 
Chamber members? Login to your Member account ei-
ther through www.vestaviahills.org or the MemberPlus 
mobile app to see what's available or add one of your 
own!  

Please join us to celebrate these businesses! 
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Member Notes 
• The 6th Annual Jimmie Hale Mission Rescue Run 10K, 5K, & 1 Mile Fun Run will be on October 4th! 

Join them for a run through Homewood, starting and finishing on 29th Avenue South between 18th St. S. 
& 19th St. S. Register at runsignup.com/Race/AL/Birmingham/JimmieHaleMissionsRescueRun 

 
• Down Syndrome Alabama’s annual STEP UP for DOWN SYNDROME Walk was established to pro-

mote acceptance and inclusion of people with Down syndrome and to celebrate Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Month in October. The STEP UP Walk is an opportunity for anyone and everyone to walk — or sup-
port a walker — and raise funds for Down Syndrome Alabama. Join them on October 5 from 12:30-4 pm 
at Wald Park. Register at https://downsyndromealabama.org/step-up-for-down-syndrome 

 
• Join Monograms Plus for their 35th Anniversary 2-Day Open House on October 7-8! 20% OFF your pur-

chases, excluding enewton, Jellycat and monogramming. Swag Bags each day. Celebrate with Sips & 
Snacks!  

 
• Join the Epilepsy Foundation Alabama for the Walk for Epilepsy – Birmingham! Take steps to ensure no 

one faces epilepsy alone at the Walk for Epilepsy – Birmingham on Saturday, November 1 at Railroad 
Park in Birmingham, AL. This inspiring day will bring together patients, providers, advocates, families, 
and friends to raise awareness and celebrate the strength of our community. Enjoy a fun-filled morning 
with a kids area, vendors, music, and more — all while supporting individuals and families impacted by 
epilepsy. Sponsorships are available contact Jeremiah Stone at jstone@efa.org for more information.  

 
• Epilepsy Awareness Day in Alabama is November – join Epilepsy Foundation Alabama for the inspiring 

Wings of Hope Gala! Hosted at the Southern Museum of Flight from 5:00–8:00pm, the Gala was founded 
in honor of epilepsy warrior Charlie Mae and brings together families, advocates, providers, and support-
ers for an evening of live music, dinner, auctions, and celebration. Over the past three years, this event has 
raised more than $95,000 for Epilepsy Foundation Alabama and has become one of the most impactful 
awareness events in the state. Purchase tickets at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wings-of-hope-2025-
tickets-1597916704879. Silent auction items are needed to make this event a huge success. If your busi-
ness is interested in sponsoring through a silent auction item, please contact Jeremiah Stone at 
jstone@efa.org 

 
• Read the latest issue of Birmingham Christian Family magazine online at https://

birminghamchristian.com/issues/. 
 
 

If you have any news or events you would like to put in the News & Views, email it to chamber@vestaviahills.org. 
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Angela Stevens-ARC Realty 
Kim Smith-Baptist Health Brookwood Hospital 

Frank Buck-Frank S. Buck, P.C. 
Angie McEwen*-Butler Snow LLP 

Gerry Travis-Cameron Travis & Company, CPAs 
Representative Jim Carns 

Jonathan Handey-Eco Three 
Donnie Dobbins*-First Horizon Bank 

Fred McFadden-KPR-Vestavia City Center 
Jamie Pursell-Leaf & Petal 

James Parsons-Liberty Park Joint Venture 
Mark Macoy-Mark W. Macoy, LLC 
Jason Frey-Medical Properties Trust 
Robin Morgan*-Morgan Properties 

Jared Redman-Next Level AVL & On-Site Pro-
ductions 

Amanda Heaslett-Payroll & Benefits Solutions 
Scott Perry*-RealtySouth 

Senator Dan Roberts 
Steve Smith-SouthPoint Bank 

Kelvin Johnson-Spire 
Dan Starnes-Vestavia Voice 

Senator Jabo Waggoner 
Jay McGowan-The Welch Group 

 

*Chamber Past Chair 



Board of Directors 
Chair: Keri Bates, Rocky Ridge Drug Co. 

Chair Elect: Taylor Burton, Taylor Burton Co. 
Vice Chair, Membership Development: Katherine McRee, 

The Lili Pad 
Vice Chair, Business Development: Andrew Burke, The 

BOSS Company 
Vice Chair, Community Affairs: Christina Babineaux, IRA 

Innovations 

Vice Chair, Programming: Jamie Black, McDonald’s-Black 
Family Restaurants 

Vice Chair, Public Education: Ashley Moss, Village 

Dermatology 
Treasurer: Roger Jackson, Jackson, Howard & Whatley 

CPAs  

Secretary/Legal Counsel: Mark Macoy, Mark Macoy LLC 
Past Chair: Clabe Dobbs, Peoples Bank of Alabama 

 

 Directors 

Bob Barker, Barker Advertising 

Brian Fisher, Community Bank 

Bridgett Glasgow, ERA King Realty 

Tyler Kime, Standard Heating, Cooling & Plumbing 

Roger Steur, Method Mortgage 

Grant Thomas, ALFA Insurance-The Thomas Agency 

Kevin Wade, ITAC Solutions 

 

 

 

Michelle Hawkins, President 

Phone:  823-5011     Fax:  823-8974 

Email: michelleh@vestaviahills.org 

Web: www.vestaviahills.org 

Tracy Thornton, Dir. Membership/Marketing 

tracyt@vestaviahills.org 

Katie Woodruff, Communications Manager 

Email: katiew@vestaviahills.org 

Upcoming Chamber Meetings    
  

Oct 14  Monthly Luncheon, 11:30 am, Vestavia Country Club 

Oct 16  Board of Directors, 7:45 am, Chamber Office 

Oct 23  Business Development, 7:30 am, Chamber Office 

 
Events 

Oct 3  Ribbon Cutting: Bangkok Street Foods, 11 am 

Oct 17  Haunt the Hills, 4:30 pm, Wald Park 

Oct 29  Joint Chamber Coffee & Connections, 7:30 am  

Oct 31  Open House: Walmart Neighborhood Market, 8 am 
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